FOR THE PASTOR - HEBREW, GREEK AND LUTHER

Lesson 12

All Saints’ Day

Revelation 7:(2-8) 9-17 - Matthew 5:1-12
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uaxaptol of kabapol T kapdia 6Tt adtol ToV Bedv EyovTal

MATTHEW 5:8

K1 pvEoY TV Adyov
“Preach the word” (2 Timothy 4:2)

WHAT THIS LESSON BRINGS
"% The four readings of the Sunday: Old Testament, Psalm, Epistle and Gospel.

"% The notes on the text: the passage in sections, with Luther and the confessors quoted word for word,
each with its source.

"% The Hebrew sheet and the Greek sheet: the verse word by word, with its reading, its literal
translation and the week’s keys.

November: the tenses of the verb
Lessons 12 to 16 - All Saints to Advent |

Five Sundays: All Saints, the end of the church year and the beginning of the new one (Advent |, November 29). In
Hebrew: “hallelujah” as a complete sentence, the three-letter root and the yigtol, emphasis by repetition (anokhi
anokhi), hineni with the agreement of the adjective, and the prophetic wegatal — the promise told as if already
fulfilled. In Greek: makarios and the future “they will see,” the neuter with the genitive (“the things of Caesar”), ov...
GAAQ, the present imperative (“watch”) and the Advent title: ho erchdmenos, “the one who comes.”



Lesson 12

All Saints’ Day

First Reading Revelation 7:(2-8) 9-17 The multitude that no one can
count

Psalm Psalm 149 “Sing to the LORD a new song”
(hallelujah!)

Epistle 1John 3:1-3 “we shall be like him; for we shall
see him as he is”

Gospel Matthew 5:1-12 The Beatitudes

Notes on the Text — Matthew 5:1-12 - the Beatitudes

Matt. 5:1-2 - “he went up into a mountain... and he opened his mouth, and taught

them”

“Here the evangelist makes a preface and a display of how Christ presented himself for the
sermon be meant to give: that be goes up on a mountain, sits down and opens his mouth, so that
one sees be is in earnest. For these are the three things, as the saying goes, that belong to a good
preacher: first, that be steps forward; second, that he opens bis mouth and says something; third,

that be also knows bow to stop.”’

“The second is that be opens his mouth. This too, as was said, belongs to a preacher: that e not
keep bis mouth shut, and not only carry out the office publicly, so that everyone must be silent and
let him step forward as one who bas divine right and command, but also that he open his mouth
boldly and with good courage, that is, that he not be silent about the truth and what he has been
commissioned to preach, nor mumble, but confess it without fear or terror and say it plainly and

bluntly, regarding no one and sparing no one, let it strike whom or what it will.”*

Matt. 5:3 - “Blessed are the poor in spirit”
“So Christian faith goes through the matter: it looks neither at poverty nor at riches, but at how
the beart stands. If a greedy belly lurks in it, be is called rich in spirit; and, on the other hand,
poor in spirit is the one who is not attached to it and can let it go from the heart [...]. It does not

mean that one should run away from goods, house, property, wife and child, and wander about
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the land burdening other people, as the Anabaptist sect does, who accuse us of not preaching the
gospel rightly because we keep bouse and property and remain with wife and child. No: such mad
saints be does not want. Rather it is like this: whoever can let house, property, wife and child go
with the beart, even though be lives in them and stays with them, supports himself with them and
serves out of love, as God has commanded, and yet has it so set that, where need requires, he can
leave it all at any bour for God’s sake — if you are so disposed, you have left everything; so that
the heart is only not held captive, but remains clean from greed and from clinging to comfort
and confidence in all things. And a rich man may well be called poor in spirit, and need not

»3

therefore throw away his goods [...].

“Now look also at the promise that Christ adds when be says, ‘For such is the kingdom of heaven.’
This is indeed a great, excellent, glorious promise: that, in return for being gladly poor bere and
caring nothing for temporal goods, we are to have in heaven a beautiful, glorious, great and
eternal good; and because bere you let go a small crust, which you may use anyway as long and as
far as you have it, you are to obtain in exchange a crown, so that you are a citizen and lord in
beaven. [...] But with these very words he shows that no one grasps this unless be is first a true
Christian. For both this point and all the others that follow are pure fruits of faith, which the
Holy Spirit himself must create in the heart. Where faith is not, the kingdom of heaven will also
stay outside, nor will poverty of spirit, meekness, and so on follow; there will be nothing but

scraping and greed, guarreling and uproar over temporal goods.”*

Matt. 5:7 - “Blessed are the merciful”

“This too is a fine fruit of faith, and follows well on what went before: whoever is to belp and
further others so that everything goes rightly everywhere should also be kind and merciful; that is,
he should not soon make an uproar and rage where something is still lacking and does not go as it
should, as long as there is hope of improvement. For this too is one of the virtues of false holiness:
that it can have no compassion or mercy toward the frail and weak, but wants everything kept
most strictly and chosen most purely; and as soon as there is a little failing, all grace is over, and
there is nothing but raging and storming. Thus St. Gregory also teaches us to recognize such

people, when be says: “True righteousness has compassion; false righteousness, indignation.” True
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holiness is merciful and compassionate, but false holiness can do nothing but be angry and rage
[..].”7°

“This, then, is one part of mercy: that one gladly forgives sinners and the frail. The other is that
one also does good to those who suffer outward need or require belp, which is called the works of
mercy, from Matthew 25. The proud Jewish saints cannot do this either, for there is nothing there
but sheer ice and frost, indeed a heart hard as a stump and a stone, and not a drop of blood of

desire or love to do good to the neighbor, just as there is no mercy to forgive sin [...[.”

Matt. 5:11-12 - “Rejoice, and be exceeding glad: for great is your reward in heaven”

“These are sweet and comforting words, indeed, which ought to make our beart cheerful and
courageous against every kind of persecution. Should one not esteem the dear Lord’s word and
comfort more bighly and dearly than the raging, threatening, banning, cursing and thundering
of a powerless maggot-sack or of the shameful pope? Even if e pours out upon us the dregs and the
whole bell of bis disfavor and curse like a cloudburst — since I bear that my Lovd Christ is so
beartily pleased with it, and bids me myself be glad about it, and promises such an excellent
reward besides: that the kingdom of heaven shall be mine, and everything that Christ has
together with all the saints and the whole of Christendom; in short, such a treasure and comfort
that I would not exchange it for all the goods, joys and stringed music of the whole world, even if
all the leaves and all the grass were nothing but tongues praising and extolling me. For here it is
not a Christian, nor even an angel, who pronounces me blessed, but the Lord of all angels, at

whose feet both they and all creatures must fall down and worship.””

“See, in this way we should learn a little to use such words and to profit from them, since they do
not stand there in vain, but were spoken and written for our strength and comfort. With them he
arms us, as our dear teacher and faithful shepherd or bishop, so that we are ready and unafraid
to suffer when all kinds of plague and misfortune are laid upon us for his sake, both in words
and in deeds, and can despise everything that confronts us and steer against our own reason and
our own heart.”®

The Epistle - 1 John 3:1-2 - “Behold, what manner of love the Father has bestowed on

us”
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“Behold, what manner of love the Father has given us, that we may be called sons of God, and
are.’ Here is that forge and furnace: that Christ so loved us and obeyed the Father, who gave us
the Son, that through bim be might redeem us. Whoever thinks on this in bis mind cannot fail to
bear fruit; for the beart says to itself, ‘What shall I render to the Lovd for all that be has
rendered to me?’ (Ps. 116:12). [...] ‘What manner of love’: [...] that is, how magnificent a love.
This is stronger and more forceful than if be bad said ‘grace.” But be said that bis love is the
highest, provoked by no merits or works, but by love alone, and moreover toward us, enemies and
persecutors of God and of Christ. [...] “That we may be called sons of God’: it is not enough to say

that we are friends, but that we are called sons of God. This love could not be expressed more

forcefully.”
“It bas not yet appeared what we shall be.” Jobn sets before us the Son of God hidden |...]. The
world is one lid, the flesh the second, the devil the third. Through all these lids I must break
through by faith, which is taken from the Word. Therefore we are sons of God not by sight but by
faith in God. [...] But we know that, when he appears, we shall be like him.” Like him we shall
be, not the same, as Pythagoras thought. [... ] Nevertheless we shall be like him. God is life;
therefore we too shall live. God is just; therefore we too shall be filled with righteousness. God is
immortal and blessed; therefore we too shall enjoy eternal blessedness, not as it is in God, but such

as belongs to us. ‘We shall see him as be is’: where there will be no more lid, we shall look upon

God as be 1s.”1°

Luther on the greek verse - Matthew 5:8
“See, that is why Matthew wrote this display beforeband: that Christ, as a true preacher, goes

up on the mountain and boldly opens bis mouth, teaches the truth, and rebukes both false

doctrine and false life, as we shall bear.”"
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HEBREW - Lesson 12

VERSE OF THE WEEK — Psalm 149:1

te-hi-la-to; shir kha-dash shi-ru la-A-do-nai ha-le-1i Yah

. . . . 3

PR WD TW M W [ 970
his praise a new song sing to YHWH praise Ya};!

big-hal kha-si-dim

077701 2777232

in the assembly of the faithful

Continuous reading: halehi Yah, shiru la-Adonaii shir khadish, tehilaté biqhdl khasidim
Literal translation: “Praise Yah! Sing to YHWH a new song, his praise in the assembly of the
faithful.”

HOW TO READ IT (review + new keys)

1. Review: Tj ? w (shira) and 1]717.0 (halela): the plural imperative ending in -1 from
October (lekhii).

2. NEW — “hallelujah” is a complete Hebrew sentence: i-l ? 1]?]7 ij (haleld Yah) = “praise
Yah!” Yah is the short name of YHWH (the “-jah” of “hallelujah”). Every time the congregation
sings hallelujah, it is speaking Hebrew.

3. NEW — the adjective comes after: w‘-[ M j 71.0- (shir khaddsh): first “song,” then

“new.” In Hebrew the adjective follows the noun.

4, D’T’ D U (khasidim), “the faithful / the saints™: from the root of h[Drl (khésed, “steadfast

love, loyalty”); the kbasid is the one who answers with loyalty.

5. ]7 ij P: (bighdl) is : (bi-, “in™) + the “of” form (construct) of ]7 rl P (qahdl, assembly): the

word that the Greek of the Septuagint often translated as ekklesia, “church.”
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GREEK : Lesson 12

VERSE OF THE WEEK — Matthew 5:8

ma-ka-ri-oi hoi ka-tha-réi te kar-di-a
/ [4 \ o~ ’
poaplot ol xadapol ) xapdie

the pure in heart
hé-ti au-téi ton the-6n é6pson-tai

6Tt adTol Tov Oeov 3\VovTa
for they will see God

Continuous reading: makdrioi hoi katharéi te kardia, héti autéi ton theén épsontai
Literal translation: “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they themselves will see God.”

HOW TO READ IT (review + new keys)

1. Review: the article + adjective makes a noun: ol ‘KOLGOLPOi. (hoi katharéi), “THE pure” —

like 6 DYV £ TOY (ho hypsén heautdn, “the one who exalts himself”; article + participle) in
September.

2. NEW — paxaprog: (makdrios), “blessed, happy”: the word that opens each of the nine

Beatitudes. It is a declaration, not a wish: Jesus declares them happy.

3. NEW — the future “will see”: 6"\[/0'1)1'0&[ (6psontai): future of hordo (to see); the root of this

future (0p-) is the same as that of “optics.” The future says what has not yet happened: “they

will see.”

4. T‘?] KOLPB[QE. (te kardfa): the dative from October — pure “in respect of the heart.”

5. Koteotpég (katharés, pure): the source of “catharsis.”
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Notes

1 Martin Luther, Wochenpredigten tiber Matth. 5-7 (1530-1532; printed 1532), Wittenberg, on Matt. 5:1-2 (WA 32,
302) — translated from the German.

2 Martin Luther, Wochenpredigten iiber Matth. 5-7 (1530-1532; printed 1532), Wittenberg, on Matt. 5:1-2 (WA 32,
304) — translated from the German.

3 Martin Luther, Wochenpredigten iiber Matth. 5-7 (1530-1532; printed 1532), Wittenberg, on Matt. 5:3 (WA 32,
308-309) — translated from the German.

4 Martin Luther, Wochenpredigten tiber Matth. 5-7 (1530-1532; printed 1532), Wittenberg, on Matt. 5:3 (WA 32,
309) — translated from the German.

5 Martin Luther, Wochenpredigten tiber Matth. 5-7 (1530-1532; printed 1532), Wittenberg, on Matt. 5:7 (WA 32,
321) — translated from the German.

6 Martin Luther, Wochenpredigten iiber Matth. 5-7 (1530-1532; printed 1532), Wittenberg, on Matt. 5:7 (WA 32,
322) — translated from the German.

7 Martin Luther, Wochenpredigten tiber Matth. 5-7 (1530-1532; printed 1532), Wittenberg, on Matt. 5:12 (WA 32,
339-340) — translated from the German.

8 Martin Luther, Wochenpredigten tiber Matth. 5-7 (1530-1532; printed 1532), Wittenberg, on Matt. 5:12 (WA 32,
340) — translated from the German.

9 Martin Luther, Lectures on the First Epistle of John (1527), Wittenberg, on 1 John 3:1 (WA 20, 693-694) —
translated from the Latin.

10 Martin Luther, Lectures on the First Epistle of John (1527), Wittenberg, on 1 John 3:2 (WA 20, 697-698) —
translated from the Latin and German.

11 Martin Luther, Wochenpredigten tiber Matth. 5-7 (1530-1532; printed 1532), Wittenberg, on Matt. 5:1-2 (WA

32, 305) — translated from the German.

Sources

Biblical texts. Hebrew: the Leningrad Codex in the Open Scriptures electronic edition (Westminster Leningrad Codex,
with morphology), free to use. Greek: SBL Greek New Testament (SBLGNT), free to use, with the morphology of
MorphGNT. English: Bible quotations are the King James Version (1769) in the updated English used by the Sunday
School and the app; the Catechisms and the Confessions follow the Concordia Triglotta (1921). The glosses and the

literal translations on the sheets are the course’s own, made directly from the original text.

Glosses and keys. To prepare the glosses and keys, public-domain dictionaries were consulted: Brown, Driver and
Briggs (1906), Strong (1890) and Abbott-Smith (1922). No text is reproduced from them: the explanations on the sheets

are the course’s own.
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LUTHERAN MATERIAL, SUNDAY BY SUNDAY

For teaching at home and at church

What the pastor prepares, what the children learn and what the family reviews at home all

HEBREW . Lesson 12

'f.-hl-\lllnr shir kha-dash shi-ru la-A-do-nai n‘l—\elﬁ Yah
inpan win ey my ey a2 abhn

big-hal kha-si-dim

07T Pipa

The pastors’ course

This same course book, all 53 weeks of
the year: Hebrew, Greek and Luther, with
the week’s grammar keys.

i

Point your phone's camera
and it opens

catecismodelutero.com/en

ON IPHONE AND COMPUTER

press "Play now” and the game opens in

“Blessed are
the poor in spirit..”

The Sunday School

This Sunday: The Beatitudes. Half an
hour for after the sermon, with its pictures
and activities.

come from the same Gospel of the Sunday.

The Bible in Pictures

anbd Martin Luther's
Small Catechizm

(Rlustrared)

IeusTraven Eorrias Fan G
afie e Wienlorg Bustsnal of 1539
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The Bible in Pictures and Martin
Luther’s Small Catechism
(Illustrated)

((COMING SOON ON AMAZON )

Two books in one, illustrated for children
after the Wittenberg Passional of 1539.

Luther’s Catechism, made into a game

A free app, with no ads, to learn it by playing, at home and at church. For children and
for grown-ups.

ON ANDROID

the same, or get the app by searching

CATECISMO LUTERO - AMIGO FIEL

the browser. There is nothing to install.

on Google Play.



